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What's in a Name 
Power of the Name 
Among primitive people a great 
deal of importance is attached to a 
name. In the religion of the ancient 
Egyptians it was said that “No being 
can exist without a name.” A name 
often represented, and in some ethnic 
groups still represents, the sum total 
and potency of the owner. In some 
religions the name of a god was the 
god himself. Hindus believe that 
when Kali calls a person by name, 
that person dies. Man’s perpetuity is 
coupled with his name, and the blot- 
ting-out of the latter is equivalent to 
his destruction (cf. Ps. 109, 13 and 
Rev. 3, 5). Malays of some tribes will 
not utter their own names aloud, yet 
to them a nameless person is unthink- 
able. Similarly the Australian native 
believes that his life may be taken by 
the use of his name, and with other 
_ peoples to write a name is to use 
sorcery. It is of significance that the 
divine name Yahweh, which early 
Jews came to avoid when reading the 
Old Testament, was held in such 
reverence that, when a scribe copied 
the Old Testament, he was told that 
he must not write the name of God 
with a pen newly dipped in ink, and 
should a king address him while 
writing that name he must take no 
notice of him. 


Hebrew Names 


The early Jews*were very careful, 
when naming their children, to con- 
sider the meaning of names. They 
gave names which expressed partic- 
ular individuality and _ character. 
Religious affairs and circumstances 
greatly influenced them in their form- 
ation of names, many of the names 
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by the Rev. John Sims, Petts” 
2 


The Times 
Saturday, April 17, 1965 


AUTHORIZED NAM 


Sir, Your Rome Corresponder 
account of the restrictions on ~ 
choice of children’s names and” 
attempts to reform the law brin! 
mind the legal battle I had in Ar, 
tine some seven years ago. | 

The register office, in accorda’ 
with their regulations, refused 
name Malcolm for my newborn | 
on the grounds that it was neithe 
Spanish nor a local Indian nai 
nor the name of a Hero of Im) 
pendence, nor did it figure on 
calendar of saints. 

I decided to contest this 
brought an action against the r 
trar. The judge, a woman, deci) 
that the limitation infringed fu 
mental rights guaranteed by 
Constitution. ; 

My triumph was shortlived, 
appeal the decision was overtu 
on the grounds that the restricti)| 
were justified as they kept | 
strength and integrity of the | 
uage and contributed to moul 
of Argentine nationality. 

The Supreme Court concur 
with this ruling, but by that tin 
was heartily tired of the matter | 
of the difficulties of travelling vy) 
a nameless child. 

Brazil, on the other hand, pracit) 
no similar restrictions. A few y» 
previously I had registered a dav‘ 
ter Gwendoline without offi 
qualms or deleterious effects | 
national unity. 

Names such as Nelson, Well 
ton, Milton, and even Gladstone’ 
quite frequently used by Brazil | 
when naming their children. | 
have a distinctive name is an ad 
tage in a country which prefer 
use only Christian names, even we 
referring to its public figures. 

Yours faithfully, 
C. M. Kine 


7 Prospect Road, Birkenhead, 
Cheshire 


wa 


eal 
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dorated the divine name 
eh, especially from the time of 
s. Among later Jews choice was 
made of names which had come 
from earliest times, such as 
, Joseph, Mary. Many Jews 
1 to their Hebrew names others 
a Greek or Roman source. 
e Greeks, by the way, had only 
ame each, and no family name. 
iate any confusion, they some- 
added their father’s name to 
own, and sometimes the name 
ur birthplace. 


s in the New Testament 


e New Testament shows an 
sasis upon the importance of 
's. The name jesus Christ em- 
's the whole content of His per- 


2 only Saviour of all mankind 
Christ, because He has been 
ted with the Holy Ghost with- 
measure, to be our Prophet, 
t, and King. The apostles spread 
qame throughout the earth; be- 
rs rely upon it (Jn. 1, 12) and in 
» blessed (Acts 4, 12). Baptism is 
$name in with the Triune name 
it. 28, 19; Acts 2, 38). 


ismal Names 


1e Christian name, that is, the 
» which you were given at your 
sm into the Christian Church, 
back to the early history of the 
ch. It has been said that the 
‘ice of giving a name on baptism 
possibly imitated from the Jew- 
ustom of giving a personal name 
cumcision. Here in England indi- 
Is were for long distinguished by 
stian names only. A constitution 
~chbishop Peckham (1290) directs 
'“ministers shall take care not to 
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permit wanton names to be given to 
children baptized, and if otherwise it 
be done, the same shall be changed 
by the bishop at confirmation.” 
A clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land is compelled to perform the 
sacrament of baptism when required 
by a parishioner, and to give what- 
ever names are selected, but although 
the rubrics do not expressly say so, he 
can object to any name on religious 
or moral grounds. The freedom which 
we enjoy in England as to the Christ- 
ian names which may be given to a 
child is limited in some other coun- 
tries, as the letter to The Times indi- 
cates. In France, it was the law that 
only those names are permitted to be 
recorded in the civil register as Christ- 
ian names as were at the same time the 
names of saints in the calendar and 
the names of personages known in 
ancient history. 

The baptismal name should be a 
continual reminder of Baptism, of the 
covenant with God entered into by 
Baptism. This is no doubt the reason 
for a list of “acceptable” names drawn 
up by countries professing Christian- 
ity as the way of its people. It should, 
however, be self-evident to the Christ- 
ian that children should not be given 
names that are antichristian in mean- 
ing, or are outlandish, perhaps even 
ridiculous. A child will not thank his 
parents in later life for such a name. 
If you have an unfortunate “Christ- 
ian” name, there is very little that you 
can do about it, but as Christian 
parents you should think hard _ be- 
fore you attach a name to your child. 
It may be a good idea to consult one 
of the many books which explain most 
of the names to be found in use to- 
day — you may be unpleasantly sur- 
prised at the meanings of some of the 
most innocent sounding and popular 
names. 
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SYNOD SERMONS 


Keeping our TEENAGERS with Chris 


(Psalm 119, 9) 


Synopsis of the Sermon delivered by Dr. Norman Nagel of Cambridge at the of 
service of the Eleventh Annual Synod at Boreham Wood, 7 May 


When I was confirmed I got my 
first pair of long trousers, I was well 
on the way to being a man — pretty 
nearly there, if you would have asked 
me then. Very soon those trousers 
were too small for me. 

Confirmation is a big day, a day 
of victory. How much has been given 
to the Confirmed! But then there 
oftens follows a slump that we do not 
pull out of for years and then per- 
haps only partially, and for some not 
at all. 

Some of this is natural, and some 
certainly of the destroyer devil. At 
Confirmation we stand at the thres- 
hold of those years when the world is 
all before us and possibilities abound. 
The question “What am I going to 
be?” excites with many splendid pos- 
sibilities. 

Now those of us for whom the ques- 
tion is “What am I ?”, or even “What 
was I?” will be no help at all, only a 
bucket of cold, weary, and worldly 
wise water to throw on these bound- 
ing aspirations. Then you get a tragic 
cleavage between the generations, and 
God is not on the side of those who 
have wearily settled for second-best, 
and pooh pooh those young people 
who feel in their blood that life is for 
something big. 

The whole CND movement is evi- 
dence enough that young people want 
to be for something, or at least against 
something. There must be something 
that matters, something to engage 
them and enlist them. When a young 
man is sickened by all the fiddling in 
public and private life, and the 
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“Responsibility to the Ge 


dreary clock watching and 
grubbing, we do him no service 
say, “Come, come, my boy, that : 
way the world works, and the s 
you fit yourself into it the better” 

There is an opposite danger ti 
one of squashing the aspiring 
into the narrow and crooked 
the world where high purpose c@ 
breathe, and that is in taking y 
people too seriously and infl! 
them out of all proportion. 
get the teenage craze which sf 
money-bags have not been sid 
promote and exploit. 

The teenagers have got toe 
for their breeches because the ; 
have got too small for theirs. ” 
the only life people know is phi 
life, then as soon as the blood F 
to cool and the joints to stiffe 
begin to feel sorry for themselves 
best of life is behind them, anc 
make of youth the Golden Age_ 
the body was at its best. Now a 
without wrinkles and a paut’ 
more beautiful and pleasant ther 
with them, and if we are ne 
more than bodies, then youth 
time and thereafter comes onl} 
mal decline. This is the sort of sl 
led thinking that has put such | 
emphasis on youth. But youth @ 
equipped to show life at its best 

The unbelief of our tim 
shrunk life, denied it a future 
also a direction and goal. 
symbolises the same thing. ra 
yourself to the big stretch of liviill 
out to the full? Grab what ye! 
while it lasts. Tomorrow it may» 
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or, if not that, then there'll be 
he dreary round of clutching for 
to plug up the increasing 
ness. 
> answer to your teenage son’s 
ughter’s question “What’s it all 
anyway?” is given by what 
Blife shows them. If that shows 
‘7, if that lacks purpose and dedi- 
1, you will shove them into the 
w world of “grab what you can 
‘it lasts”. 
know what hideous damage is 
when a child sees its father lie 
» something crooked. Similar 
e is done when young people 
‘Gat their parents with detached 
ze eyes and see only as the things 
natter most : clothes, car, a pile 
mey, a television set with a bigger 
9a. It is not surprising that many 
gers spit at the narrow self- 


‘ext? Quite a lot really. ““Where- 
‘| shall a young man cleanse his 
By taking heed thereto accord- 
» thy words.” Unless God gets 
gh, we are in a quite hopeless 
He gets through with His Word. 
“: cannot be thankful enough for 
@God’s Word does for our teen- 
independent of the older ones 
‘at times, in spite of them. But 
_ Word usually comes through 
dody, and it comes most fruitful- 
men there is a lived harmony 
en that somebody and _ that 
. This means knowing that 
and living that Word. That 
“@s going to church and sacra- 
ir Bible study, family devotions, 
“br — the lot. You cannot expect 
“dy to take seriously what you 
ot take seriously. The rising 
“ation will heed the Word as we 
i» them how. 

Od’s Word has the answers to all 
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the big questions. These answers are 
not so much such as neatly settle 
curious arguments, but rather that 
set forth what God has in mind for us, 
and that gives us the strength and 
courage to carry it through, through 
the first stage here and on into the 
next stage that is more than we can 
imagine. 

Here you have the full stretch for- 
ward. The church has people grow- 
ing and heading that way and we 
help pull one another along. Those 
that are older and further along are to 
show those that are younger the way. 

Sharing the stretch and vigour of 
life with Christ is fearfully difficult 
with those young people whose 
homes have established not even a 
foothold for the Gospel. Our pastors 
are largely left to bear the brunt of 
it. Helpers for the Youth Club are 
slow to volunteer and often quick to 
give up the battle against the powers 
of evil that possess so many a young 
person today. The damage they do 
to church property that makes the 
Church Council shake their heads is 
nothing like the damage that has been 
done to these young people, and is 
very much more easily repaired. 

Jesus came to repair the mortal 
damage sin does. He carries forward 
that work now through His members. 
The ugly damage done our rising 
generation claims His compassion, un- 
derstanding and patience, and these 
He would express through you and 
me. Through you and me He would 
do rescue work that can repair the 
damage, make a person new and set 
them on the way of life that gets 
richer and fuller. For unbelief life 
gets less and.less; for Christ’s man 
more and more. Jesus said, “I am 
come that they might have life and 
that they might have it more abund- 
antly. 
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Mr. Jack Hardie, County Alderman A. Farr, Pastor W. P. Borgas Pasto 
chairman St. Pauls chairman Elstree Council of St. Pauls ¢ 
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Getting ready for the next session: Miss Charlotte Lawton Relaxing (betwe’ | 


Settling down for the next session Cups & cups of ¥ 


; 
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=. Brammeier 
y inity, Tottenham 


D 1D The host church 
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The welcome 


&ad Norman Nagel 


rs. Hardie 


News from the Boreham Wood Synod | 


Welcome by Community’s First Citizen 


County Alderman Albert Farr, Chairman of the Elstree Rural District Council, we 
the 30 delegates, one pastor and one layman from each ELCE congregation and 
The congregational welcome was given by Mr. Jack Hardie, chairman of the host co 
tion, St. Pauls Lutheran Church of Boreham Wood, “Although I am not a regular ¢ 
goer myself”, Mr. Farr said, “I shall never forget the answer given me by a fellow 
down in the coal pits of South Wales when | asked him why he began every shi 
prayer. ‘There are so many people that need our prayer’, he replied.” 


Greetings from around the world 


Greetings and good wishes were read by Dr. Norman Nagel, ELCE Vice-Chairms 
chaired the Synod sessions, from affiliated churches and from individuals in the — 
States, Canada, Australia, India, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, South America, Nigeria, — 
Germany and Denmark. 


Elections 


Dr. E. Geo, Pearce was re-elected Chairman of the Executive Council, the Rev. 
Rakow and Mr. Charles Fry re-elected Councillors. To the Church Extension Fun 
mittee, Mr. William Aichroth was voted for another term, Messrs. Leon Collins anc: 
Richards as new members. Mr. Anthony Venning was returned for another ter 
Master Plan Committee, Mr. Eric Hinckley likewise to the Board for Youth. The < 


Brammeier and Messrs. James Taylor and E. Barker were elected to the Nomination 
mittee, 4 


Resolutions 


A proposal that Synod should meet every two years, instead of annually as at fr 
was defeated decisively. Another lost motion, Resolution No. 6, recommended a 
League pastoral adviser apart from the pastor elected to the Board for Youth. Ress 
No. 5, proposing that an annual offering for the British and Foreign Bible Society’ 
be taken in every ELCE congregation, was approved. Resolutions expressing gratii 
the Lutheran Church — Missouri and to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Austre’ 
help given were also passed unanimously. 


Next Synod at Petts Wood 


The invitation of «Mr. Norman Dickens to hold the 1966 Synod at Christ 44 
Church, Petts Wood, Kent, was accepted with gratitude. f 


News 


The chairman of the Board for Lutheran Agencies announced that a four-storey pl 
in Golden Lane in the City of London had been purchased for housing new prem. 
Concordia Films, Concordia Publishing House Ltd., Lutheran Hour and ELCE. 
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Boreham Wood Synod in the N ews 


Wood ©& Elstree Post, 
Aay 14, 1965 


7HAM WOOD IS HOST TO 
YNOD OF LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


ly 70 delegates and visitors from a 
churches in different parts of the 
' attended the 11th annual synod of 
angelical Lutheran Church of Eng- 
St. Pauls Lutheran Church, Furze- 
ad, Boreham Wood on Friday and 


ay. 
synod is held in a different church 
var, and at last year’s conference the 
N. P. Borgas, the minister of St. 
invited the delegates to Boreham 
During their week-end stay they 
‘oused by members of the congrega- 


CIVIC WELCOME 


synod opened on Friday afternoon 
. short service and afterwards the 
‘etes were welcomed by Cty. Ald. 


Albert Farr, chairman of Elstree Rural 
Council. He was thanked by Mr. Borgas, 
who also extended his own personal wel- 
come to the company. 

The delegates, representing all churches 
and missions within the Evangelical Iuth- 
eran Church of England, discussed many 
matters of mutual interest and concern. 
One of the main topics was the possibility 
of undertaking mission work in Nigeria. 


RECONSIDERED 


Reports were given on this subject, but 
the delegates felt there was insufficient in- 
formation available at the moment. The 
proposal will be reconsidered at next year’s 
synod. 

During a ‘“‘question and answer” session 
on Friday evening, members of the church 
attending the synod as visitors put quest- 
ions about the work and activities of the 
church to a panel of representatives from 
various committees within the-church. 

The synod concluded on Saturday with 
a service conducted by the Rev. A: Rakow, 
of Ruislip. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Emma Pearce of 
‘Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, who died Easter Sunday, 18 April, at the age 
of 75 years from her six children: Harry, Edward, Douglas, Lloyd, Mrs. 
Edna Paterson and Mrs. Gertrude Vikse; from the Hennig family: Mrs. 
Jacob Hennig, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Doern, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Goertz, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Adam, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Hennig, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin Hennig, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hennig, Mr. and Mrs. 
Otto Hennig, Mr. Herbert Hennig; from Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Paterson, Mr. and Mrs. K. Wingrove, Mr. and Mrs. V. Schmidt, the Rey. 
and Mrs. A. J. Mueller, Mr. and Mrs. K. McConkey, Mrs. Florence Spike, 
i Mr. and Mrs. G. Tait, Mr. and Mrs. Q. MacFarlane, Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Smith, T. Eaton Co., all of Edmonton; from Mr. and Mrs. B. Vikse of 
Camrose, Alberta; from Dr. and Mrs. Russell Anderson of Portland, 
Oregon; from the Rev. and Mrs. V. H. Hennig, the Misses Marie and 
Charlotte Lawton, and Mr. and Mrs. A. Brooke: total £66.16.5 for the 
| Church Extension Fund. 
: To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss YvoNNE WELCH of 
7 Ruislip, Middlesex, who died 23 March at the age of 21 years, from her 
family: Mr. and Mrs. E. Welch, Gloria and Judith, £10 for the Church 
Extension Fund; from Dr. and Mrs. Hillebrand £2 for the Student Aid 
Fund (Memorial donations totalling £30 have been received for the Inter- 
_ national Voluntary Services). 
; To the glory of God and in loving memory of THe Rev. Paut Trum- 
)/ PoLpT of Wayne, New Jersey, U.S.A. from the Rev. and Mrs. L. Brighton 
A Sr. $9 for the Church Extension Fund. 
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By Prof. Walter E, Buszsin STM, MusD, Concordia Seminary, St, Louis Mo 


OUR 
LUTHERAN 
WORSHIP 


The Introit 


The absolution and its amen bring the 
introductory part of our liturgy to its close. 
Absolved and forgiven, we enter the main 
part of the service. The service proper, 
which follows, begins with the introit, 
originally a Latin word meaning “en- 
trance”’. 


The name introit was chosen because the 
minister enters the sanctuary while the 
choir chants the introit. The sanctuary is 
that part of the chancel in which the altar 
is located and within which the minister 
stands while he functions at the altar. His 
entering the chancel indicates, therefore, 
that we have the boldness to approach the 
altar after we have received that absolu- 
tion of our sins, If a choir is not available, 
the introit may be spoken or chanted by 
the minister. 


In view of the fact that the vast majority 
of introits have texts taken from the Book 
of Psalms, the hymnal of the Old Testa- 
ment church, it is preferable that the 
introit be sung. Singing shows our evan- 
gelical happiness. In song we rejoice that 
our sins have been forgiven. 


The introits represent the Psalter in our 
Sunday morning service. The Christian 
Church has always regarded the singing of 
psalms as an integral part of her worship. 
She thus links up her worship with that of 
the Old Testament church and hence furn- 
ishes evidence that the worship of God will 
never cease, but continue from genera- 
tion to generation, from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, as is indicated in the Gloria Patri, 
with which the introit closes. 


Introits are particularly meaningful on 
the great feast days of the church year. 
They are the first proper in our liturgy and 
as such are the very first part of our 
liturgy which presents the thoughts of the 
day. This is done at the beginning of the 
introit, in the part known as the antiphon. 


The purpose of an antiphon is always to 
relate to the day or occasion; for this 
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reason an antiphon should prece 
a psalm. To stress the thought for 
the antiphon is repeated after th 
or psalm. How important the in 
its antiphon are for the service a 
great feast day may be seen from 
troit for the Feast of the Ascension 7) 


Antiphon : 
stand we gazing up into heaven?: A 


This same Jesus which is taken 
you into heaven shall so come i 
manner as ye have seen Him 
heaven: Alleluia! Alleluia! 


The psalm verse: Oh, clap your 
all ye people: shout unto God wi 
voice of triumph. 


Then follows the Gloria Patri. 
Antiphon is repeated. 


The antiphon of this particular 
is not from a psalm, but from Aets 
A psalm verse always follows the fir 
ing of the antiphon, even when th 
phon is from the Psalter. 

Not a few Sundays of the church: : 
especially those between Ash Wed?) 
and the Feast of Pentecost — deriv 
name from the first word of the 
version of their introit. These La 
have been retained by the 
churches of Christendom, and Lu? 
the world over have used them sil 
the Reformation. 


To the introit is attached the - 
Patri. This is in keeping with the | 
Christian tradition of conclud 
psalm wtth the Gloria Patri, whi 
the doxology, is an ascription of pr 
the Triune God. The great theme — 
Testament worship was: “Hear, 
The Lord, our God, is one Lord 
Gloria Patri, with its stress on the d? 
of the Trinity and its insistence on™ 
Christ on the same plane with the 
and the Holy Ghost, is the great tk 
Christian worship in the New Tes 
era. 


When we, therefore, close our 
and introits with the Gloria Patri, w 
Testamentize and incorporate the 
New Testament worship and doctriw 
Gloria Patri is, therefore, a staunw! 
fession of our Christian faith. 
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USIC COMMITTEE REPORTS 


VARIETY IN WORSHIP 


accepted meaning of the word “liturgy” is that it is a term describing any form or 


sservice which we use in corporate worship. According to this definition, the liturgy 


en described as “the work and possession of the whole church... 
the Creeds”. This implies that the liturgy is not the property of any congregation, to 


it grew naturally, 


anded, revised or curtailed to suit the wishes of the local group of believers. 


‘ can there be variety in worship then? One answer to this lies in making full use 
directions for conducting the services; these directions are called Rubrics (some 
m can be found on page 4 in the blue Lutheran Hymnal, and opposite page | in 
ae red and the blue Orders of Service). 


word “shall” in the Rubrics makes obligatory the part of the Service so designated, 


the word “‘may” leaves it optional. 


of the variations which our congregations often use is the speaking (instead of 


‘ELCE HYMN POLL CONTINUES : 


ing) of the Preparatory Service in the Order of the Holy Communion. This variation 
ily differentiates the Communion Service from the regular Service in the blue book- 
2 >. 5 in The Lutheran Hymnal), but it also helps to underline the solemnity, the 

‘ing character of the Confession of Sins. 


| according to the results there is only one congregation with any members who 
_ to using the tune of “While shepherds watched” throughout the year to hymns 


COMING TO THE SURFACE IN THE HYMN POLL? 
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s “Am la soldier of the Cross”, “My God, accept my heart this day” and “When all 
sercies O my God”. So the rest of us are happy to have the tune “While shepherds 
d” at a confirmation service on Palm Sunday, are we? We’re quite content to sing 
rough the year? How very odd this is! From the way people criticize hymns after 
J ervice, it sounds quite untrue. WHY ARE SOME OF OUR LIKES AND DISLIKES 
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THE COVER 


County Alderman 
and Mrs. Albert Farr 
pictured with Dr. 
Norman Nagel atthe 
Eleventh Annual Sy- 
nod at St.Pauls Luth- 
eran Church, Bore- 
ham Wood, Herts, 
7-8 May. 
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People Appreciate 
THE LUTHERAN 


Excerpts from letters received recenty 
Lutheran Hour Office in London: 


Carlisle : | had a little trouble with one of 
friends here, and after hearing you preach 
on my knees and asked the Lord to forgive 
toward her. 


Haverhill: It seemed the preacher had jt 
my room, knew my trouble and spoke ag} 
Strangely enough, too, | tore off from t 
the very text he quoted. Satan seems 
active these days in persecuting God’s chil) 
many ways, aiming of course at destroying | 
of mind and quiet faith in God. 


Derby: It is only a week or two ago that 
told me | had a heart complaint and thaty 
very little that could be done for me, ane 
days ago my dear husband was suddenii} 
down with a stroke, and as | sat by his 6 
we listened to the broadcast we were bi 
helped, and felt the message was just for | 
what we needed. ; 


Liverpool: In these days of liberalism a 
biblical antipathy, it is indeed good to he | 
of God proclaimed so clearly yet so uph) 


final authority of the Scriptures. f 


Limavady : Please find enclosed cheque be 
the final instalment toward my sponsorsh} ’ 


JOAR, Japan, and £10 for my yearly $ 
under the Covenant Scheme. 


Ilfracombe : | am enclosing a cheque for # 
together with my previous payment Uu 
Covenant of £15, is gift | intend to make 
the radio station in the Philippine Islands. 


THE LUTHERAN HOU 


Radio Luxembourg (208 metres) § 


Every Friday at 7 p.m. 


42 MUSEUM STREET - LONDO 


